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ABSTRACT 

Titissari The Effect of PjBL to Twelfth Grade Students’ Reading Comprehension in SMK 

PGRI 3 Kediri in The Academic Year 2023/2024, Skripsi, English Education Department, 

FKIP UN PGRI, 2024. 

Key words: Effect, PjBL, and reading comprehension 

Reading is the process by which a writer transmits information from a written work 

to a reader. To obtain information well, readers must be able to understand the message 

contained in the text. However, not all students are good readers. The problem found in 

schools, especially at SMK PGRI 3 Kediri, is that most students are too lazy to read, so 

they cannot understand the reading well. This factor occurs because students have low 

reading ability and have problems understanding the text because of low vocabulary 

mastery, main ideas, WH. Questions, detailed information, and making question. This is 

due to the teacher's monotonous teaching methods. This, of course, affects the value. 

students due to a lack of reading comprehension. Therefore, teachers must improve 

teaching strategies, which can be achieved using the project-based learning method. 

The aim of this research is to find out whether there are differences in student 

learning outcomes before and after treatment in a learning model using the project-based 

learning method in teaching reading comprehension, which is applied to class XII students 

at SMK PGRI 3 Kediri. The method used in this research is a quantitative experiment, 

which is used to determine the effects of using project-based learning in teaching advanced 

comprehension. The sample was XII SMK PGRI 3 Kediri, totaling 26 students. To find out 

the results of students' work, researchers conducted a pretest and posttest. 

From the data results, the researcher used IBM SPSS Statistics Version 20 software 

to carry out data analysis. Data on student learning outcomes were obtained from the results 

of the pretest and posttest in the form of multiple choices. The results of this study show a 

difference in learning outcomes of 55.58 on the pretest and 86.04 on the posttest. This is 

proven by the t test results. From the calculation above, it is obtained that t = 10.053, while 

the t table at 5% significance = 2.787, Ha is accepted. 

There was an increase in the learning outcomes of class XII students after 

implementing the project-based learning model. From the research results, it is 

recommended that learning using the project-based learning model be used as an alternative 

in English learning activities, especially to improve students' reading comprehension. 
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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

This chapter consists of the background of the problem, identification of the 

problem, limitations of the problem, formulation of the problem, and the 

significance of the research. 

A. Background 

Reading is a very important activity; it can broaden insight, increase 

knowledge, increase vocabulary, and increase students' enthusiasm for learning, 

especially in English subjects. Learning English has been taught since elementary 

school; however, there are several factors experienced by students in the form of 

obstacles to reading comprehension. There are two factors that become obstacles, 

namely factors from outside the student and from the student himself. Factors 

originating from outside the student can be related to teaching techniques and the 

media used, while factors originating from within the student are related to interests, 

vocabulary, and reading strategies. These factors can become obstacles to reading 

comprehension. The limitations of  students' vocabulary, interest in learning, and 

the media used will be the main problems in students' reading comprehension. 

Reading is an important activity for effective learning. Reading comprehension is 

very important for continuity in following the learning material in the classroom. 

The purpose of reading involves many processes of execution and integration in 

identifying the meaning or message of the text. The PASS theory of intelligence 

(Planning, Attention, Simultaneous, and Successive Processing) connects cognitive 

processes that are based on and supported by reading comprehension.
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(Kendeou et al., 2015). According toKidd et al. (2011), when children are able to 

interpret written words in the context of an intellectual conversation with the text's 

content, they are demonstrating reading comprehension. To understand this 

passage, readers must be able to use identification skills, expand their vocabulary, 

and utilize their comprehension skills. 

Reading is the process by which a writer transmits information from a 

written work to a reader. Understanding the message that is written down is the aim 

of all reading. According to Dean (2013), reading involves more than merely 

looking at words, accurately pronouncing words that are printed, and understanding 

the meaning of single words. Reading comprehension is one of the English 

language skills (Lalu Gd Sumaryani, 2016). Being able to read and understand 

English material well is the main goal of learning English (Kamarudin & Sugianto, 

2020). Reading comprehension is a skill that must be mastered because, in reading, 

it is sometimes difficult to understand what is conveyed by the conceptualized 

author. With reading comprehension, you can understand a text little by little. 

Reading comprehension can help in understanding, responding to, and analyzing a 

reading text; it can improve writing skills; and it can increase reading focus in the 

long term. Reading is the key to all abilities; if you have good reading skills, then 

students can excel. However, what is happening now is that many students don't 

like reading for various reasons. This is what makes student learning outcomes not 

optimal. One factor is a lack of motivation to read, one of which is reading 

comprehension. From this, it can be seen that it is very important to find solutions 
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so that students have the ability and interest to read by using the project-based 

learning (PjBL) method. 

Based on the description given above, the reading teaching strategy is a 

method used to transfer knowledge in order to attain effective text comprehension 

and reading comprehension in order to meet the learning process's 

objectives. Reading comprehension can be done using a project-based learning 

model so that students can be active and creative in class. The goal of project-based 

learning is to acquire knowledge, skills, attitudes, and competencies through 

projects or activities. Apart from students being able to understand something, in 

this learning, they can also obtain useful product results (Fathurrahman et al., 2019). 

The project-based learning model can foster students' creativity and activeness, 

build an attitude of responsibility towards the projects that will be worked on by 

students, and This learning model involves the roles of teachers, parents, and peers. 

The steps taken in learning with project-based learning are basic questions, 

designing a product plan, preparing a production schedule, monitoring project 

activities and progress, testing results, and evaluating the learning experience. 

Working on a project can involve challenging assignments that are based on real-

world activities that involve gathering and integrating fresh information. Written or 

oral reports can be the final product of the project. According to Saefuddin & 

Berdiati (2019), In order to teach students to think critically and develop their 

creativity through product development, project-based learning uses real-world 

situations. 
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The project-based learning model is a student-centred learning method, 

where students can develop their abilities so they can create learning projects. This 

is the awakening of students who are able to think critically and creatively (Mayuni 

et al., 2019). According to Sunita & Rana (2019) project-based learning has 

advantages, namely: 1) students are involved in real-world activities to learn to 

collect information and apply knowledge in solving problems, 2) provide learning 

opportunities for students to develop according to real world conditions, and 3) 

Create a pleasant atmosphere. There are also weaknesses in the project-based 

learning model, namely: 1) It is difficult to involve all students working in groups, 

2) Requires teachers who are skilled and willing to learn, and 3) Requires a lot of 

facilities, adequate equipment, and materials. In order to avoid this weakness from 

occurring, the author creates groups based on their own choice so that each student 

wants to work in their group, and the material used is an application letter. The 

author will give an example of writing an application letter along with its structure, 

which will help students understand the reading. From the description above, 

reading comprehension using the PJBL method is expected to be able to improve 

students' abilities in problem solving, be able to acquire skills and knowledge 

through reading comprehension and be able to increase collaboration between 

students.  

B. Identification of the Problem 

The problem that occurs in the classroom when teaching reading is that 

many students still have difficulty understanding the meaning of words, phrases, 

and other texts. The challenges that are often faced when students are asked to read 
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are that many of them do not want to read because of the difficulty of their reading 

in English, their lack of vocabulary, and their lack of interest in reading. The 

achievement that students must be able to achieve in the curriculum in this material 

is that they are able to process the data or information collected. The way to get this 

information is by understanding reading. 

The period faced by vocational school children is that children are bored 

with learning because teachers do not use media that is interesting to students. 

Teachers play an important role in the implementation of the learning process. 

Teacher-centred learning often results in students participating less in learning 

activities. This lack of participation makes learning activities monotonous, so 

students' learning motivation decreases. Learning activities are monotonous due to 

the teacher's lack of skills in carrying out the learning process, guidance, and 

suboptimal use of media. Fun learning is learning that can attract students' attention. 

When reading, students must be able to recognize words, be able to identify 

reading material, and be able to understand the words or ideas in the text. However, 

when learning in class, everything did not go perfectly. This factor occurs because 

students have low reading ability and have problems understanding the text because 

of low vocabulary mastery, main ideas, WH. Questions, detailed information, and 

making question, the teaching technique used by the teacher cannot facilitate 

students in achieving successful understanding, and teachers tend to implement 

more teacher-centered activities in the classroom. Teachers do not use interesting 

learning methods; teachers often use methods that are too monotonous. Therefore, 
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in this lesson, the PjBL method is used so that it is not monotonous and helps 

students think more critically. 

C. Limitation of the Problem 

In this research, the writer discusses the limitations of the problem in 

students' reading comprehension. In reading comprehension, there are several 

aspects that students need to master, including vocabulary, main ideas, WH 

questions, detailed information, and making inferences by changing teaching 

techniques in class. The material used in research is application letters, where 

students must be able to understand reading by mastering vocabulary and words 

and identifying reading text. 

In a learning model, the author will apply PjBL with 7 steps to improve 

students' reading comprehension, which will be applied in class 12 with research 

subjects of 26 students, 2 male students, and 24 female students. The material used 

is an application letter. Students must be able to understand reading by mastering 

vocabulary and being able to identify reading texts. Project-based learning is a 

learning method that uses problems as the first step in collecting and integrating 

new knowledge based on experience in real-life activities. 

D. Problem Formulation 

Based on the limitations of the problem above, the formulation of the problem is: 

1. How is students' reading comprehension before being taught using the 

project-based learning method? 
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2. How is students' reading comprehension after being taught using the 

project-based learning method? 

E. Purpose of the Research 

Based on the formulation of the problem above, it can be seen that the research 

objectives are: 

1. To find out students' reading comprehension before being taught using the 

project-based learning method. 

2. To find out students' reading comprehension after being taught using the 

project-based learning method. 

F. Significance of the Research 

Based on the formulation and objectives above, the significance of the research is 

described as follows: 

1. Significance for English teachers, this research should be one of the 

techniques that can be applied in the classroom to improve student's reading 

comprehension. 

2. For students, learning using the project-based learning method is a useful 

method for improving reading comprehension and is expected to improve 

their strategies in the process of learning to read so that they can be more 

motivated to develop reading comprehension.  
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