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ABSTRACT

Reading comprehension remains a critical challenge for vocational high school
students, who often struggle to decode texts and extract specific details effectively. This study
aims to describe the systematic implementation of Project-Based Learning (PBL) in reading
instruction, portray how students' reading comprehension is demonstrated through this
approach, and identify the challenges faced by eleventh-grade students at SMKN 1 Semen
Kediri.

This research employed a qualitative descriptive design. The data were gathered over
a four-week instructional period from multiple sources, including classroom observations, the
researcher’s reflective teaching journals, student project artifacts (informative descriptive
posters), students' written reflections on sticky notes, and instructional documentation. The
collected data were systematically analyzed using Miles, Huberman, and Saldafia’s
interactive model, which comprises data reduction, data display, and conclusion drawing or
verification.

The findings revealed that PBL was successfully implemented through a sequence of
four structured stages: introducing descriptive texts, collaborative text-mapping, project
development, and digital poster presentation and reflection. Students’ reading comprehension
transitioned from passive text decoding into dynamic, purposeful re-reading behaviors. This
was demonstrated by their ability to accurately identify main ideas, extract supporting details,
and synthesize environmental reading materials into well-structured visual poster products
using target contextual vocabulary and correct descriptive syntax. Despite positive outcomes,
several text-processing challenges emerged, including students' limited initial technical
vocabulary knowledge, linguistic hesitation when communicating interpretations in English,
and operational time management constraints during text-to-visual transformation. However,
these limitations were effectively mitigated by peer scaffolding and teacher facilitation,
unlocking significant potentials in collaborative text analysis, task engagement, and
analytical creativity. In conclusion, Project-Based Learning serves as an effective pedagogical
framework to foster and describe active reading comprehension in a vocational school
context.

Keywords: Project-Based Learning (PBL), Reading Comprehension, Descriptive Text,
Qualitative Descriptive Study, Vocational High School.
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CHAPTER 1
INTRODUCTION

Background of the Study

Reading is a fundamental literacy skill that must be mastered by every
individual, especially those pursuing formal education. According to Erwin
Harianto (2020), reading involves not only the pronunciation of words and the
acquisition of vocabulary from printed materials but also complex cognitive
processes. This process encompasses the analysis and organization of various
higher-order thinking skills, including learning, reasoning, synthesizing, and
problem-solving, all of which critically contribute to the reader’s thorough
understanding of information. Therefore, it is essential to investigate reading
skills, particularly reading comprehension, in the context of an increasingly
competitive educational environment where students are required to grasp
information accurately.

A potential way of contextualizing text interpretation and enhancing
textual understanding is Project-Based Learning (PBL). PBL is an
instructional method that emphasizes student engagement in meaningful, real-
world projects relevant to their lives and prospective fields. As mentioned by
Thomas (2000), PBL helps students develop critical thinking, problem-
solving, and collaboration skills through structured tasks. Research on PBL is
crucial for understanding how this method can be practically applied to
facilitate text processing and improve reading comprehension among students,
especially at the vocational high school level where texts are often geared
toward practical application.

SMKN 1 Semen Kediri is a vocational high school with unique
characteristics, focusing on practical skill development and vocational
competence. However, during a preliminary observation as a student
researcher at SMKN 1 Semen Kediri, the researcher noticed that many

students in the X1 Grade experienced significant difficulties in reading



comprehension. Students often struggled to identify the main ideas, extract
specific details, and synthesize information from descriptive texts. Research
by Pretorius and Currin (2010) shows that students who struggle with text
comprehension tend to experience difficulties in mastering subject matter,
which negatively impacts their overall academic and vocational performance.
These observations indicate an urgent need for an alternative learning
approach that can actively support students in decoding, processing, and
comprehending text materials.

In this regard, PBL can be a viable pedagogical solution. PBL relies on
active learning where students collaborate on rigorous, text-driven, and real-
world projects. Analytical problem-solving, collaboration, and reflection are
the pillars of PBL. Through the implementation of PBL in reading
instruction—such as transforming text data into visual projects like posters—
students are prompted to read, analyze, and interpret texts thoroughly, thus
deepening their overall comprehension of the material.

Though there were a number of studies that examined reading skills
and PBL, exploring how PBL portrays students' reading comprehension in
vocational high schools remains an open issue. While most of the earlier
research addressed general elementary or secondary school levels, this study
intends to shed new light by exploring the application of PBL specifically at
the vocational high school level, particularly at SMKN 1 Semen Kediri.

The purpose of this study is to describe the implementation of PBL in
reading lessons at SMKN 1 Semen Kediri for the XI grade and to portray how
the students' reading comprehension is demonstrated during this project-based
approach. The aim of this study is to give a clear, qualitative explanation of
PBL practices in a vocational school context, as well as the challenges faced
by students in engaging with project-based reading activities.

It is anticipated that this study will contribute to educational practice
by providing an empirical reference for reading instruction. The outcome of
this study can be utilized as a reference by teachers to implement project-



based tasks in the language curriculum, leading to better reading competence
among students. The focus of this study is the implementation of PBL in
reading instruction at SMKN 1 Semen Kediri for the XI grade, with an
emphasis on describing the ways the developed projects portray and support
students' reading comprehension of descriptive texts. This research seeks to
offer useful feedback for designing innovative literacy learning methods in

vocational schools through a systematic and qualitative descriptive approach.

B. Research Focus

This research focuses on the implementation of teaching reading using
Project-Based Learning at SMKN 1 Semen Kediri, especially at the eleventh
grade. Specifically, this research aims to investigate how the Project-Based
Learning (PBL) method is systematically carried out step-by-step in reading
lessons, how the students' reading comprehension is described during its
implementation, and what challenges are faced by the students during the

project-based learning activities.

C. Research Questions

In relation to the background, the following research question can be

identified:

1. How is Project-Based Learning (PBL) implemented in teaching reading to the
eleventh-grade students at SMKN 1 Semen Kediri?

2. How is the students' reading comprehension described during the
implementation of Project-Based Learning?

3. What are the challenges faced by the students during the implementation of

Project-Based Learning (PBL) in reading comprehension?

D. Research Objectives

l.

To describe the implementation of Project-Based Learning (PBL) in

teaching reading to the eleventh-grade students at SMKN 1 Semen Kediri.



To describe the students' reading comprehension during the implementation
of Project-Based Learning.
To explain the challenges faced by the students during the implementation

of Project-Based Learning (PBL) in reading comprehension.

Significance of the Study
This study is expected to contribute theoretically and practically to the
field of English language teaching, particularly in vocational education.
1. Theoretical Significance
The findings of this study can enrich the literature on the
implementation of PBL in teaching reading, particularly at the vocational
high school level. With its focus on students’ feedback and real classroom
experience in applying PBL, this research offers an understanding of the
process of how PBL can be implemented to build reading comprehension
in real classroom.
2. Practical Significance
Practically, this study can be of immense value to English teachers,
student-teachers, and curriculum developer. The result can serve as a
guideline for the implementation of PBL in vocational reading lessons,
offering a model on how to create interactive, student-centered reading
activities. The study also suggests the pitfalls and possibilities that may
arise, allowing teachers to be well prepared when applying PBL in similar

educational settings.
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