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ABSTRACT 

Susmi Ida Ramadhani. Exploring Students’ Perceptions of Using Picture Series 

in Organizing Narrative Text at SMK PGRI 4 Kediri, Skripsi. English Education 

Department, Faculty of Teacher Training and Education, University of Nusantara 

PGRI Kediri 

Keywords: Students’ perceptions, Picture series, Narrative text, Organizing 

narrative text 

 This study aimed to explore students’ perceptions of using picture series in 

organizing narrative texts at SMK PGRI 4 Kediri. The study focused on identifying 

students’ perceptions of picture series and examining how picture series helped 

students organize the generic structure of narrative texts, including orientation, 

complication, and resolution. 

 This research employed a descriptive qualitative design. The participants 

were seven tenth-grade students of SMK PGRI 4 Kediri who had experience 

learning narrative writing using picture series. The participants were selected 

through purposive sampling. The data were collected through semi-structured 

interviews and analyzed using Miles and Huberman’s interactive model, which 

consisted of data reduction, data display, and conclusion drawing. 

 The findings revealed that students generally had positive perceptions 

toward the use of picture series in organizing narrative texts. The participants 

reported that picture series helped them understand the storyline, generate ideas, 

identify characters and settings, and organize the generic structure of narrative texts 

more effectively. The pictures also supported students in arranging the sequence of 

events logically. However, several challenges were identified. Some students 

experienced difficulties in interpreting certain pictures, constructing English 

sentences, and completing narratives due to the limited number of pictures 

provided. Despite these challenges, the participants considered picture series a 

helpful learning medium for supporting narrative writing. 
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CHAPTER I  

INTRODUCTION 

 This chapter presents the introduction of the study. It consists of the 

background of the study, scope of the research, research question, objective of the 

study, significance of the study, and definition of key terms 

A. Background of the Research 

 Writing is one of the most important skills in English language learning, 

along with listening, speaking, and reading (Fitria, 2024). It plays an important role 

in helping students communicate their ideas, thoughts, opinions, and experiences 

through written language. Unlike other skills, writing requires a more complex 

process because students must not only generate ideas but also organize them 

logically and coherently so that the message can be understood by readers. In 

addition, students are expected to pay attention to various linguistic aspects, such 

as vocabulary, grammar, punctuation, spelling, and text organization. Through 

writing activities, students can develop their critical thinking, creativity, and ability 

to express themselves effectively (Mammadova, 2025). As one of the productive 

skills, writing also serves as a means for students to demonstrate their understanding 

of language and their ability to use it in meaningful contexts. Therefore, mastering 

writing skills is essential for students because it supports both their academic 

achievement and their ability to communicate effectively in various situations. 

 In learning writing, students are required to produce various types of texts 

based on the curriculum objectives, one of which is narrative text. Narrative text is 

generally defined as a story about events and actions unfolding over time, usually 

to entertain or make sense of experience (Safitri & Chairuddin, 2022). It often 

presents imaginative or real-life stories involving characters, settings, and events 

that are arranged in a meaningful sequence. Through narrative writing, students are 

encouraged to develop their creativity and imagination while learning how to 

construct a complete and engaging story. Furthermore, c. Therefore, narrative text 

is considered an important genre in English language learning, as it helps students 

improve both their writing ability and their understanding of how stories are 

organized and communicated effectively. 
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 To produce a well-organized narrative text, students need to understand its 

generic structure. Generic structure refers to the organizational framework that 

guides the development of a narrative from the beginning to the end. Generally, a 

narrative text consists of three main components: orientation, complication, and 

resolution. Orientation introduces the characters, setting, and background 

information of the story. Complication presents the problems or conflicts 

experienced by the characters, while resolution provides the solution or ending of 

the story. Understanding these components is essential because they help students 

arrange events in a logical sequence and create a coherent story. When students are 

able to apply the generic structure appropriately, they can develop narrative texts 

that are clearer, more meaningful, and easier for readers to follow. Therefore, 

mastery of the generic structure is considered one of the important aspects of 

successful narrative writing. 

 Despite the importance of mastering the generic structure of narrative text, 

many students still encounter difficulties in applying it effectively in their writing. 

They often face difficulties in generating ideas, developing a logical storyline, or 

organizing paragraphs coherently (Anggraeni et al, 2024). As a result, the narrative 

texts they produce may lack clear organization, making it difficult for readers to 

understand the flow of the story. In addition, students often have trouble 

distinguishing the functions of orientation, complication, and resolution, which can 

lead to incomplete or poorly structured narratives. These difficulties may reduce 

students’ confidence and motivation in writing, as they feel uncertain about how to 

organize their ideas into an effective narrative text. Therefore, appropriate 

instructional support and learning media are needed to help students better 

understand and develop the generic structure of narrative texts. 

 One learning medium that can be used to help students overcome these 

difficulties is picture series. Picture series consists of a sequence of related images 

that depict events in a particular order, allowing students to visualize the 

progression of a story. By providing visual cues, picture series can assist students 

in generating ideas, understanding the sequence of events, and organizing their 

narratives more effectively. The images can also stimulate students’ imagination 

and make the writing process more engaging and meaningful. Furthermore, picture 
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series may help students identify the beginning, middle, and ending of a story, 

which correspond to the orientation, complication, and resolution of a narrative text. 

As a result, students can use the visual information provided by the pictures as a 

guide in constructing a more coherent and well-structured narrative. Therefore, 

picture series is considered a potentially useful medium for supporting students in 

developing the generic structure of narrative texts. 

 While picture series is believed to offer various benefits in supporting 

students’ narrative writing, it is also important to understand how students perceive 

its use in the learning process. Students’ perceptions play a significant role in 

determining the effectiveness of a learning medium because they reflect students’ 

experiences, opinions, and responses toward classroom activities. Positive 

perceptions may encourage students to participate more actively, increase their 

motivation to write, and enhance their engagement during the learning process. On 

the other hand, negative perceptions may reduce students’ interest and limit the 

potential benefits of the medium. By exploring students’ perceptions, teachers can 

gain valuable insights into how picture series influences students’ understanding of 

narrative writing and the development of its generic structure. Therefore, 

investigating students’ perceptions of picture series is important to better 

understand its role and usefulness in supporting students’ narrative writing skills. 

 Several previous studies have investigated the use of picture series in 

teaching narrative writing. Saputra et al. (2026) found that the use of picture series 

significantly improved students’ narrative writing ability by helping them organize 

ideas and develop stories more effectively. Similarly, Clarita et al. (2023) reported 

that digital picture series enhanced students’ performance in writing narrative texts 

and supported students in understanding the sequence of events within a story. In 

addition, Yasminto and Maulidah (2023) revealed that picture series had a positive 

effect on students’ writing ability, particularly in developing narrative texts, as the 

visual images helped students imagine and arrange story events more 

systematically. Although those previous studies have demonstrated the 

effectiveness of picture series in improving students’ writing ability and 

performance in narrative writing, most of these studies primarily focused on 

measuring the effects of picture series through quantitative methods or classroom 
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action research, emphasizing students’ writing achievement rather than their 

personal experiences and viewpoints toward the medium. In addition, the existing 

studies generally examined narrative writing as a whole without specifically 

exploring how picture series contributes to organize narrative texts, including 

orientation, complication, and resolution. As a result, there is still limited 

understanding of how students perceive the use of picture series in helping them to 

organize narrative texts. Therefore, further research is needed to explore students’ 

perceptions of picture series, particularly in relation to its role in organizing 

narrative text. 

 This study is important because understanding students’ perceptions of 

picture series can provide valuable insights into how the medium supports 

organizing in narrative texts. Since organizing is a fundamental aspect of successful 

narrative writing, identifying students’ views and experiences can help teachers 

evaluate whether picture series effectively assists students in organizing orientation, 

complication, and resolution in their writing. Furthermore, exploring students’ 

perceptions may reveal both the strengths and limitations of using picture series in 

the classroom, which can contribute to improving teaching strategies and learning 

activities. The findings of this study are also expected to enrich the existing 

literature by providing a different perspective from previous studies that mainly 

focused on writing achievement and performance. Therefore, this research is 

considered necessary to support more effective narrative writing instruction and to 

enhance students’ understanding of organizing narrative text. 

 Based on the issues discussed above, this study aims to explore students’ 

perceptions of using picture series in organizing narrative text at SMK PGRI 4 

Kediri. Specifically, this research seeks to investigate how students perceive the 

role of picture series in helping them understand and organize the main components 

of narrative text, namely orientation, complication, and resolution. Through 

exploring students’ perceptions, this study is expected to provide a deeper 

understanding of the usefulness of picture series as a learning medium and its 

contribution to supporting students in constructing well-organized narrative texts. 
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B. Scope of the Research 

 This research focuses on exploring students’ perceptions regarding of using 

picture series in organizing narrative texts only. It is limited to tenth-grade students 

of SMK PGRI 4 Kediri during the academic year 2025/2026. 

C.  Research Question 

 Based on the background of the study, this research focuses on exploring 

students’ perceptions of using picture series in organizing narrative text. Therefore, 

the research questions are formulated as follows: 

1. What are the students’ perceptions of using picture series in organizing 

narrative text at SMK PGRI 4 Kediri? 

2. What are challenges faced by students when using picture series in 

narrative text at SMK PGRI 4 Kediri? 

D. Objectives of the Research 

 In line with the research questions, this study aims to explore students’ 

perceptions of using picture series in organizing narrative text. The objectives of 

this research are as follows: 

1. To explore the students’ perceptions of using picture series in organizing 

narrative text at SMK PGRI 4 Kediri. 

2. To know what are challenges faced by students when using picture series in 

narrative text at SMK PGRI 4 Kediri. 

E. Significance of the Study 

 This study is expected to contribute both theoretically and practically to the 

teaching and learning of English writing, particularly in the use of picture series for 

organizing narrative text. The findings of this study are anticipated to provide 

valuable information for teachers, students, and future researchers regarding the 

implementation of picture series in writing instruction. This study is expected to 

provide: 

For Teachers: Insights into students’ responses to picture series as a media for 

teaching writing. 
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For Students: Awareness of how picture series can support their writing 

development. 

For Future Researchers: A reference for conducting similar studies on teaching 

media in writing classes. 
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