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CHAPTER
INTRODUCTION

This chapter presents the background of the research, problem formulation,

research objective, and research significance.

A. Background

Vocabulary mastery plays a fundamental role in English language
learning because it provides the basis for effective communication and overall
language development (Ziyoda Gulomovna Khatamova, 2023). Students require
an adequate range of vocabulary to comprehend both spoken and written texts,
communicate their ideas clearly, and engage successfully in various
communicative situations. Without sufficient vocabulary knowledge, learners
are likely to face challenges in developing the four essential language skills,

namely listening, speaking, reading, and writing (Wulandari, 2022).

Therefore, vocabulary is considered a core component of English
language learning. According to ALQAHTANI (2015), vocabulary plays a
crucial role in language acquisition because learners cannot communicate
effectively without sufficient vocabulary knowledge. Similarly, Nation (2020)
stated that vocabulary knowledge is essential for successful language use and
language proficiency. Despite its importance, vocabulary learning remains one

of the major challenges faced by English as a Foreign Language (EFL) learners.

Many students experience difficulties in remembering new words,
understanding word meanings, using vocabulary appropriately in context, and
retaining vocabulary for long periods (MAHAMED, 2024). Vocabulary
acquisition requires repeated exposure and continuous practice, which are often
lacking in classroom instruction. As a result, students frequently forget newly
learned vocabulary and struggle to apply it in real communication. Research has
shown that students' vocabulary mastery is often hindered by limited exposure

to English and monotonous learning activities (Rosyada-AS & Apoko, 2023).



In addition, students tend to perceive vocabulary learning as difficult
and less interesting when it relies solely on memorization and translation
activities. Although vocabulary is recognized as an essential component of
English language learning (Nation, 2020), empirical evidence indicates that
many EFL students still have limited vocabulary mastery and struggle to retain
newly learned words (Rosyada-AS & Apoko, 2023; Mahamed, 2024). This
situation indicates a gap between theoretical expectations and actual classroom
practices, where students are expected to acquire sufficient vocabulary but

continue to experience difficulties in learning and retaining new words.

Another challenge in vocabulary learning is the use of conventional
teaching methods that do not always accommodate students’ learning
characteristics (Elmahdi & Hezam, 2020). In many junior high schools,
vocabulary instruction still emphasizes rote memorization, dictionary use, and
textbook exercises. Although these approaches may help students recognize
vocabulary items, they often fail to promote meaningful learning and long-term

retention.

Consequently, students may become passive during the learning process
and show low motivation toward vocabulary learning (Afrianti & Rustipa,
2024). Effective vocabulary instruction requires students to encounter words
repeatedly in meaningful contexts and engage actively with language. Therefore,
teachers need to employ appropriate learning strategies that encourage students’

participation and improve vocabulary retention (Webb & Nation, 2017).

At the junior high school level, the selection of appropriate vocabulary
learning strategies is particularly important because students are in a
developmental stage where motivation, engagement, and learning experiences
significantly influence learning outcomes (Feng, 2023). Vocabulary learning
should not only focus on memorizing word meanings but also involve
contextualized learning, visual support, repetition, and meaningful
communication (Arslan, 2024). Nation (2020) emphasized that vocabulary

learning becomes more effective when learners meet words repeatedly in various



contexts. Similarly, interactive learning activities can help students understand

vocabulary more deeply and increase their ability to use words appropriately.

Therefore, English teachers are encouraged to integrate innovative
learning strategies and media that align with students’ interests and learning
preferences. Based on a preliminary observation conducted at SMPN 4 Kediri,
eighth-grade students experienced difficulties in understanding unfamiliar
English vocabulary and frequently relied on dictionaries or direct translation
during classroom activities. The English teacher also reported that many students
tended to forget newly introduced vocabulary because classroom instruction

provided limited opportunities for repeated exposure and meaningful practice.

Furthermore, Instagram Broadcast Channels had not yet been utilized
as a medium for vocabulary instruction at the school. These findings indicate
that Instagram Broadcast Channels have the potential to serve as an alternative
learning medium for supporting students' vocabulary mastery.In response to
these challenges, the integration of technology into language learning has
become an increasingly promising alternative for supporting vocabulary

instruction.

The continuous advancement of technology has significantly influenced
educational practices by creating various opportunities to enhance language
learning. The integration of technology into the teaching process enables
educators to design learning experiences that are more interactive, flexible, and
engaging for students (Sisianu & Puscasu, 2024). In the current digital era,
students are accustomed to using technological devices and spend a substantial
amount of time accessing the internet and mobile applications as part of their

everyday activities.

Consequently, digital learning media have become an increasingly
important resource for supporting English language instruction (Anggrarini &
Yulianawati, 2020). Incorporating technology into vocabulary learning also

provides learners with wider access to authentic language input while



encouraging independent learning beyond the classroom (Munna, 2023) .
Among the various technological innovations, social media has emerged as one

of the most widely used platforms, particularly among adolescents.

It has become an essential part of students' daily lives by facilitating
communication, information exchange, entertainment, and social interaction
(Sheng, 2025). Kaplan & Haenlein (2010) describe social media as internet-
based applications that allow users to create, share, and exchange user-generated
content. Within educational settings, social media offers valuable opportunities
for collaborative learning, learner interaction, and access to authentic language
resources. Moreover, recent research has indicated that the use of social media
in language learning can enhance students' engagement, motivation, and

exposure to the target language (Alharthi et al., 2020).

The use of social media in English language learning has received
increasing attention from researchers in recent years. Social media platforms
provide learners with opportunities to access learning materials beyond
classroom boundaries and interact with language content in meaningful ways
(Alkamel, 2024). Through social media, students can learn vocabulary from

images, videos, captions, comments, and authentic communication contexts.

Furthermore, social media promotes learner autonomy because students
can access learning resources anytime and anywhere. Studies have demonstrated
that social media-assisted learning can enhance vocabulary acquisition by
providing repeated exposure to language input and increasing students’
motivation to learn English (Almohesh & Altamimi, 2024). Among the various
social media platforms available today, Instagram has emerged as one of the
most popular applications among teenagers. Instagram offers a variety of
features, including posts, stories, reels, live streams, direct messages, and
broadcast channels, which can be utilized for educational purposes (Amanda et

al., 2024).



The visual and interactive characteristics of Instagram make it
particularly suitable for vocabulary learning because students can connect words
with images, videos, and contextual examples (Wulandari, 2022). Moreover,
Instagram provides opportunities for continuous learning beyond classroom
hours. Several studies have reported positive effects of Instagram on students’
vocabulary development. For instance, Puspitasari, (2024) found that Instagram
Reels effectively improved students’ vocabulary mastery by increasing
engagement and exposure to English vocabulary. Likewise, Mukolo et al (2024)
reported significant improvement in junior high school students’ vocabulary

achievement through the use of Instagram Reels.

Furthermore, students generally perceive Instagram as a useful and
enjoyable platform for vocabulary learning. Visual content available on
Instagram helps learners understand and remember vocabulary more effectively
(Rasyiid et al., 2021). Research conducted by Arun et al (2025) revealed that
junior high school students had positive perceptions toward Instagram learning
accounts because visual content facilitated vocabulary comprehension and
retention. Similarly, Instagram-based vocabulary learning has been shown to
increase students’ motivation, engagement, and independent learning behavior

(Almohesh & Altamimi, 2024).

Although numerous studies have investigated the use of Instagram for
vocabulary learning, most previous studies have focused on features such as
posts, stories, captions, and reels (Almohesh & Altamimi, 2024; Baruti &
Subekti, 2023; Mukolo, M.,Tuerah,l.J.C., & Rorimpandey, 2024). In addition,
the majority of these studies were conducted at the senior high school and
university levels, while studies involving junior high school students remain
limited. Furthermore, little attention has been given to the use of Instagram
Broadcast Channels as a medium for vocabulary learning, particularly in
Indonesian EFL contexts. Existing studies have not sufficiently examined

whether Instagram Broadcast Channels can support vocabulary learning and



contribute to students' vocabulary mastery, particularly among junior high

school students in Indonesian EFL contexts.

Therefore, this study differs from previous studies by investigating
Instagram Broadcast Channels as a vocabulary learning medium for junior high
school students in an Indonesian EFL context. Considering these challenges,
English teachers need innovative learning media that provide repeated
vocabulary exposure, encourage active participation, and enable students to
access learning materials beyond classroom hours. One potential medium is
Instagram Broadcast Channels, which allow teachers to distribute vocabulary
materials continuously through text, images, polls, and interactive features.
Accordingly, investigating the educational potential of Instagram Broadcast
Channels is important to provide empirical evidence regarding their contribution
to vocabulary learning among junior high school students. Based on these
considerations, this study investigates the effect of using Instagram Broadcast

Channels on students' vocabulary mastery at SMPN 4 Kediri.
B. Problem Formulation

Based on the background above, the researcher formulated the research
problem as follows:
1. How is students' vocabulary mastery after the implementation of
Instagram Broadcast Channels at SMPN 4 Kediri?
2. Is there a significant effect of using Instagram Broadcast Channels on
students' vocabulary mastery at SMPN 4 Kediri?
C. Research Objective
Based on the research questions, this study aims:
1. To describe students' vocabulary mastery after the implementation of
Instagram Broadcast Channels at SMPN 4 Kediri.
2. To determine whether there is a significant effect of using Instagram

Broadcast Channels on students' vocabulary mastery at SMPN 4 Kediri.



D. Research Significance

This study is expected to make both theoretical and practical
contributions to the field of English language teaching and learning,
particularly in the area of vocabulary instruction through the use of social

media platforms.
1) Theoretical Significance

The findings of this study are expected to contribute to the existing
literature on technology-assisted language learning, particularly the use of
Instagram Broadcast Channels in English vocabulary learning.
Furthermore, this study may provide empirical evidence regarding the
effect of using Instagram Broadcast Channels on students' vocabulary
mastery and offer insights into students' vocabulary mastery in terms of
word meaning, synonym, antonym, and vocabulary in context after the

implementation of Instagram Broadcast Channels.
2) Practical Significance
a. For Students

This study is expected to support students in learning
vocabulary through the use of Instagram Broadcast Channels. By
receiving vocabulary materials through a familiar social media
platform, students may become more engaged in learning English and
develop a better understanding of word meaning, synonym, antonym,

and vocabulary in context.
b. For English Teachers

This study is expected to provide English teachers with an
alternative instructional medium for teaching vocabulary. The
findings may help teachers utilize Instagram Broadcast Channels as a
tool to support vocabulary learning both inside and outside the

classroom.



C.

For Future Researchers

This study is expected to serve as a reference for future
researchers who are interested in investigating the use of Instagram
Broadcast Channels or other social media features in English language
learning. It may also provide useful information regarding students’
vocabulary mastery across different vocabulary indicators after
learning through Instagram Broadcast Channels or other Instagram

features in English language learning.
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