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ABSTRACT

Siti Alfiani Damanik: The Effect of Wordwall Media on the 8" Grade Students’
Vocabulary Mastery in SMP Pawyatan Daha 1 Kediri, Skripsi, English Language
Education Department, Faculty of Teacher Training and Education, University of
Nusantara PGRI Kediri, 2026.

Keywords: Wordwall media, vocabulary mastery, Wilcoxon signed-Rank test,
English learning.

Vocabulary mastery is one of the essential components of English language
learning because it enables students to understand, communicate, and use English
effectively. However, many students still experience difficulties in mastering
vocabulary, particularly in the aspects of form, meaning, and use. To address this
problem, teachers need to implement interactive learning media that can increase
students' engagement and motivation. Therefore, this study aimed to identify the
students' vocabulary mastery before and after the implementation of Wordwall
media and to determine whether Wordwall media had a significant effect on the
vocabulary mastery of the eighth-grade students at SMP Pawyatan Daha 1 Kediri.

This study employed a quantitative approach using a pre-experimental one-
group pre-test—post-test design. The participants were 25 students of Class eight
grade at SMP Pawyatan Daha 1 Kediri in the 2025/2026 academic year. The
research instrument was a vocabulary test consisting of 20 multiple-choice
questions covering the aspects of form, meaning, and use. The collected data were
analyzed using descriptive statistics, the Shapiro—Wilk normality test, and the
Wilcoxon Signed-Rank Test with IBM SPSS Statistics version 27.

The findings showed that the students' mean score increased from 79.60 in
the pre-test to 86.40 in the post-test after the implementation of Wordwall media.
The Shapiro—Wilk normality test indicated that the data were not normally
distributed; therefore, the Wilcoxon Signed-Rank Test was employed. The
statistical analysis produced an Asymp. Sig. (2-tailed) value of 0.035, which was
lower than the significance level of 0.05, indicating that the improvement in
students' vocabulary mastery was statistically significant.

In conclusion, Wordwall media had a significant positive effect on the
vocabulary mastery of the eighth-grade students at SMP Pawyatan Daha 1 Kediri.
The implementation of the Anagram and Picture Matching features helped students
improve their understanding of vocabulary form and meaning while creating a more
interactive and enjoyable learning environment. Therefore, Wordwall can be
considered an effective digital learning medium for teaching English vocabulary.
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CHAPTER I
INTRODUCTION

In this chapter the researcher wants to describe about: Background of the
research, Formulation of the problem, Purpose of the Research, and Significance of
the Research.

A. Background of the Research

English is one of the most widely used international languages and plays
an important role in communication, education, business, science, and
technology. In Indonesia, English is taught as a foreign language at various
educational levels, including junior high schools. To communicate effectively
in English, students need to master several language components, such as
grammar, pronunciation, and vocabulary. Among these components,
vocabulary is considered a fundamental element because it supports the
development of listening, speaking, reading, and writing skills. Without
sufficient vocabulary knowledge, students may experience difficulties in
understanding texts, expressing ideas, and participating in communication
activities. Nation (2022) states that vocabulary knowledge is essential for
language acquisition, while Schmitt and Schmitt (2020) emphasize that
vocabulary mastery contributes significantly to learners’ communicative
competence and overall language proficiency. Therefore, vocabulary mastery
plays a crucial role in students’ success in learning English.

The rapid development of technology has encouraged the integration of
digital learning media into educational practices. Technology-enhanced
learning environments can increase students’ motivation, engagement, and
participation in the learning process. According to Hwang and Chien (2022),
digital and game-based learning environments promote meaningful learning
experiences and positively influence students’ learning outcomes. One digital
platform that can be used in vocabulary instruction is Wordwall.net, which
provides interactive activities such as quizzes, matching games, anagrams, and

word searches. Through these activities, students can practice vocabulary



repeatedly while receiving immediate feedback. In addition, multimedia
learning environments that combine visual and interactive elements can
improve students’ understanding and retention of information (Mayer, 2021).
Therefore, Wordwall has the potential to support students’ vocabulary mastery
and create a more engaging learning environment.

Based on preliminary observation at SMP Pawyatan Daha 1 Kediri,
many eighth-grade students still experienced difficulties in mastering English
vocabulary. Students often had problems understanding word meanings,
remembering vocabulary, spelling words correctly, and using vocabulary
appropriately in sentences. In addition, students showed low motivation and
participation during English lessons because learning activities were still
dominated by conventional teaching methods. As a result, students’ vocabulary
achievement remained relatively low. According to Algahtani (2019), limited
opportunities for active engagement and meaningful practice can hinder
vocabulary development. Therefore, innovative learning media are needed to
improve students’ vocabulary mastery and learning motivation.

Several previous studies have reported positive findings regarding the
use of digital learning media and game-based learning in language instruction.
Reinders and Wattana (2015) found that digital game-based learning increased
students’ engagement and willingness to communicate, while Bicen and
Kocakoyun (2018) reported that gamification improved students’ academic
achievement and classroom participation. More recently, Safitri et al. (2024)
and Yasminto and Ningsih (2024) found that Wordwall media significantly
improved students’ vocabulary mastery and learning motivation. However,
most previous studies focused on motivation, engagement, or general English
achievement rather than specifically examining vocabulary mastery based on
the aspects of form, meaning, and use proposed by Nation (2022). In addition,
limited research has been conducted among eighth-grade students at SMP
Pawyatan Daha 1 Kediri. Therefore, this research aims to investigate the effect
of Wordwall media on students’ vocabulary mastery in terms of form, meaning,
and use among eighth-grade students at SMP Pawyatan Daha 1 Kediri. To

maintain the scope



of the research, this study is limited to vocabulary mastery based on the aspects

of form, meaning, and use and employs a one-group pre-test post-tes design.

B. Formulation of the Research

Based on the background and limitation of the problem above, this study

formulates several research problems related to the effectiveness of Wordwall

media on students’ vocabulary mastery among eighth-grade students at SMP

Pawyatan Daha 1 Kediri. The formulation of the problems in this study are as

follows:

1.

What are the students’ vocabulary mastery scores before the
implementation of Wordwall media?

What are the students’ vocabulary mastery scores after the
implementation of Wordwall media?

How significant is the effect of Wordwall media on students’

vocabulary mastery?

C. Purpose of the Research

Based on the formulation of the problem above, the objectives of this

study are as follows:

1.

To identify students’ vocabulary mastery scores before the
implementation of Wordwall media.

To identify students’ vocabulary mastery scores after the
implementation of Wordwall media.

To determine how significant is the effect of Wordwall media on

students’ vocabulary mastery.

D. Significance of the Research

The findings of this research are expected to provide both theoretical

and practical benefits for English language teaching and learning, particularly

in vocabulary instruction.



1. Theoretical Benefits
Theoretically, this research is expected to contribute to the
development of knowledge in the field of English language teaching,
especially regarding the use of digital learning media in vocabulary
instruction. This research provides empirical evidence about the
effectiveness of Wordwall media in improving students’ vocabulary
mastery in terms of form, meaning, and use. Furthermore, the findings of
this research are expected to enrich the existing literature on technology-
enhanced language learning and game-based learning, particularly in the
context of vocabulary learning among junior high school students. In
addition, this research may serve as a reference for future studies related
to the integration of interactive digital media in English language teaching.
2. Practical Benefits
This research is expected to provide practical contributions to
several parties. The practical benefits are described as follows:

a. For the Researcher: This research is expected to improve the
researcher’s knowledge and experience in implementing Wordwall
media to teach vocabulary and conducting educational research.

b. For English Teacher: This research is expected to provide English
teachers with an alternative interactive learning medium that can help
improve students’ vocabulary mastery and learning motivation.

c. For Other Researchers: This research is expected to serve as a
reference for future research related to vocabulary mastery, Wordwall
media, and technology-enhanced language learning.

d. For the Readers: This research is expected to provide readers with
information and insights about the use of Wordwall media in

improving students’ vocabulary mastery.
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