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ABSTRACT 

Fadhilatul Khosy’ah Zd, The Effectiveness of Peer Storytelling on Eleventh grade 

Students' Speaking at SMAN 7 Kota Kediri in Academic year 2025 – 2026, Skripsi. 

English Language Education Department, Faculty of Teacher Training and 

Education. University of Nusantara PGRI Kediri, 2026. 

 

Keywords: peer storytelling; student speaking; recount text. 

 

Many EFL students experience difficulties in speaking due to limited 

vocabulary, pronunciation, grammar, and fluency, as well as psychological barriers 

such as anxiety and lack of confidence. In addition, speaking instruction is often 

dominated by teacher-centered and monotonous activities that provide limited 

opportunities for authentic communication. Therefore, this study aimed to 

investigate whether peer storytelling through recount texts is effective in improving 

the speaking performance of eleventh-grade students at SMAN 7 Kota Kediri.  

This study is grounded in the theories of speaking, peer interaction, and 

storytelling. Speaking consists of several components, namely fluency, vocabulary, 

pronunciation, grammar, and accuracy (Brown, 2004; Harris, 1969). Peer 

interaction encourages active participation and reduces speaking anxiety by 

creating a supportive learning environment, while storytelling enables students to 

communicate ideas meaningfully through narrative activities. In this study, recount 

texts were used as the storytelling framework because they provide a clear 

chronological structure that helps students organize and express their experiences 

systematically.  

This research employed a quantitative approach using a one-group pre-test 

and post-test design involving 22 students selected through purposive sampling. 

Data were collected through performance-based speaking tests assessed using an 

analytical scoring rubric covering fluency, vocabulary, pronunciation, grammar, 

and accuracy, supported by a ten-item Likert-scale questionnaire. The data were 

analyzed using descriptive statistics, the Shapiro–Wilk normality test, and the 

Wilcoxon Signed Rank Test.  

The findings showed a statistically significant improvement in students' 

speaking performance after the implementation of peer storytelling (p < 0.001). The 

mean score increased from 46.18 in the pre-test to 61.45 in the post-test, and the 

questionnaire indicated positive responses regarding students' confidence, 

participation, and speaking practice. These findings indicate that peer storytelling 

effectively improves students' speaking performance by providing meaningful 

speaking practice, encouraging peer collaboration, and creating a low-anxiety 

learning environment. Therefore, peer storytelling can be recommended as an 

alternative strategy for teaching speaking, particularly through recount texts, in EFL 

classrooms. Future researchers are encouraged to involve larger samples, control 

groups, and longer treatment periods to strengthen the findings 
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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

This chapter presents the background of the research, formulation of the 

research, objectives of the research, significance, and definition of key terms. 

A. Background of the Research 

Speaking is crucial in language learning, however, EFL students still find it 

particularly challenging. Many learners struggle with speaking despite having 

studied English for several years. Difficulties stem from two main sources are 

linguistic limitations such as limited vocabulary, pronunciation, fluency, weak 

grammatical control, and lack of fluency. And also from psychological factors like 

fear of making mistakes and low self-confidence. When students are asked to speak 

in front of others, they often feel nervous and tend to avoid speaking because they 

are afraid of making mistakes. Horwitz et al., (1986) explain that foreign language 

learners may experience anxiety when speaking because they are afraid of negative 

evaluation from others. Therefore, improving speaking requires not only language 

knowledge but also a supportive environment that encourages students to speak 

actively and confidently.  

In many EFL classrooms, students’ speaking difficulties are also influenced 

by the learning strategies used in the classroom. Speaking instruction continues to 

rely on monotonous methods that prioritize accuracy over fluency. Common 

activities such as grammar drills, scripted conversations, and memorization-based 

speaking assignments may help students understand language structures, but they 

often fail to provide authentic communication practice.  According to (Harmer, 

2007)) these methods are less effective in encouraging meaningful communication 

in speaking activities. Similarly, Newton & Nation, (2021) emphasize that speaking 

fluency develops through meaningful interaction rather than isolated practice. 

However, many speaking activities are still limited by rigid structures that reduce 

students’ opportunities to express ideas freely. As a result, students may understand 

language forms but still have difficulties using English in spontaneous 

communication. Therefore, communicative strategies are needed to encourage 

students to participate actively and use English more naturally in speaking 
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activities.  

One of the communicative learning strategies that can be applied in 

speaking activities is storytelling. Storytelling allows students to express ideas, 

experiences, and feelings through meaningful communication. Isbell et al., (2004), 

state that storytelling significantly improves students' oral language development 

and classroom participation. Through storytelling activities, students are 

encouraged to speak more naturally because they communicate using familiar and 

relevant topics. In addition, peer interaction during storytelling activities may help 

students feel more comfortable and confident when speaking in English. (Qoni’ah 

et al., 2025) explain that peer interaction can reduce students’ anxiety and 

encourage active participation during speaking activities. In this study, storytelling 

is implemented through recount text, where students retell their memorable 

experiences using orientation, events, and reorientation structure. The recount text 

was specifically chosen because it provides a clear chronological framework that 

helps students organize their thought logically. This structure reduces cognitive 

load during speaking, allowing students to focus more on fluency and pronunciation 

rather than struggling with content organization.  

However, previous studies have not specifically focused on storytelling 

activities as a general classroom activity, and only a limited number of studies have 

specifically examined the use of peer storytelling in improving students’ speaking, 

through recount texts in senior high school. Therefore, this study aims to fill this 

gap by investigating the effectiveness of peer storytelling in enhancing students’ 

speaking. This research is also related to the aims of the Merdeka Curriculum, 

especially in Phase F. As stated in the Merdeka Curriculum, “In Phase F, students 

should also be encouraged to express their ideas, consider their peers’ perspectives, 

cultivate awareness, be responsive and listen to others.” This indicates that the 

Merdeka Curriculum expects the 11th-grade students to be able to articulate ideas, 

express opinions, and actively interact in English. Through peer storytelling 

activities, students are expected to participate more actively, communicate more 

confidently, and develop their speaking more naturally. 

Therefore, the researcher is interested in investigating the effectiveness of 

peer storytelling on eleventh-grade students’ speaking at SMAN 7 Kota Kediri.  By 
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engaging students in storytelling based on familiar or relevant topics, they are 

expected to feel more confident and motivated during speaking activities.  In 

addition, the peer interaction involved in peer storytelling allows students to support 

each other, which helps reduce anxiety and encourages more spontaneous 

communication (Cameron, 2001) Therefore, this study focuses on students’ 

speaking in terms of fluency, vocabulary, grammar, pronunciation, and accuracy 

through peer storytelling activities.  

B. Formulation of the Research 

 Based on the background of the study explained previously, the researcher 

formulates several research problems related to the implementation of peer 

storytelling in teaching speaking. The research problems are presented as follows: 

1. How is the eleventh-grade students' speaking before being taught using peer        

storytelling at SMAN 7 Kota  Kediri?  

2. How is the eleventh-grade students' speaking after being taught using peer 

storytelling at SMAN 7 Kota  Kediri?  

3. Is there a significant difference in the eleventh-grade students' speaking before 

and after being taught using peer storytelling at SMAN 7 Kota  Kediri?  

4. How is the eleventh-grade students’ behavior when peer storytelling is 

implemented in the speaking class at SMAN 7 Kota Kediri?  

C. Research Objectives  

Based on the formulation of the problem above, this study aims to 

investigate students’ speaking before and after the implementation of peer 

storytelling and to describe students’ behavior when peer storytelling is 

implemented in speaking class. The objectives of this study are presented as 

follows: 

1. To find out the students’ speaking on eleventh-grade students at SMAN 7 Kota 

Kediri before being taught using peer storytelling. 

2. To find out the students’ speaking on eleventh-grade students at SMAN 7 Kota 

Kediri after being taught using peer storytelling. 

3. To find out whether there is a significant difference in the students’ speaking on 

eleventh-grade students at SMAN 7 Kota Kediri before and after being taught 

using peer storytelling. 
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4. To describe students’ behavior when peer storytelling is implemented in speaking 

class. 

D. Significance of the Research  

This research provides important contributions by enriching the 

understanding of effective methods for teaching speaking in English as a Foreign 

Language (EFL) contexts, particularly through peer storytelling. Monotonous 

language teaching methods often focus more on memorization and grammatical 

accuracy, which can hinder students’ ability to communicate fluently and 

confidently. Therefore, this study supports the principles of communicative 

language teaching by emphasizing interactive and learner-centered approaches. It 

also highlights the potential peer storytelling in creating a supportive and low-

anxiety learning environment. In addition, peer storytelling activities may help 

students to enhance their speaking.   

For teachers, this strategy offers an innovative alternative strategy to create 

more interactive and communicative speaking activities in the classroom. The 

findings of this study are also expected to help teachers create more supportive 

learning environment to encourage students to speak more confidently and 

naturally.  Finally, this study can serve as a useful reference for future researchers 

interested in investigating interactive and collaborative methods in language 

learning, especially those aiming to enhance oral communication skills in EFL 

contexts. 

E. Key Terms 

To avoid misunderstanding and misinterpretation in this study, the researcher 

provides several key terms related to the research as follows:  

1. Speaking 

Speaking is an interactive activity that includes information production, 

reception, and processing in order to generate meaning. 

2. Storytelling   

Storytelling in this study refers to the activity of orally retelling memorable 

experiences and focuses on organizing ideas using a clear structure, orientation, 

events, and reorientation by delivering them in a coherent and meaningful way.  
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3. Peer storytelling  

Peer storytelling is a collaborative learning method that combines peer 

interaction and storytelling, where students work in pairs or small groups to retell 

their memorable experiences using recount texts. 



 

41 

 

BIBLIOGRAPHY 

 

Albore, J. B. (2019). Challenging Traditional Methods: The Shift Toward Communicative 

Language Teaching in EFL Classrooms. Journal of English Language and Pedagogy, 

7(1), 45–56. 

Amoah, S., & Yeboah, J. (2021). Speaking Difficulties of EFL Learners: A Systematic 

Review. International Journal of English Literature and Social Sciences, 6(4), 114–

121. https://doi.org/10.22161/ijels.64.17 

Ary, D., Jacobs, L. C., & Sorensen, C. (2010). Introduction to Research in Education (8th 

ed.). Wadsworth Cengage Learning. 

Belly, R., Siregar, M., & Nasution, A. (2024). Enhancing EFL Students’ Speaking Skills 

Through Natural Storytelling Strategies. Journal of English Language Education, 

9(1), 12–23. 

Brown, H. D. (2004). Language Assessment: Principles and Classroom Practices. Pearson 

Education. 

Bygate, M. (1987). Speaking. Oxford University Press. 

Cameron, L. (2001). Teaching Languages to Young Learners. Cambridge University Press. 

https://doi.org/10.1017/CBO9780511733109 

Castro, M. A. (2019). Creating a Supportive Environment: The Impact of Collaborative 

Speaking Activities on EFL Learners’ Confidence. International Journal of 

Educational Research and Innovation, 12(2), 142–155. 

Chairunnissa, & Fahada. (2025). Breaking the Boredom: Transforming Traditional 

Methods into Communicative Speaking Activities in EFL Classrooms. Journal of 

English Language Teaching and Applied Linguistics, 7(1), 88–99. 

Dörnyei, Z., & Taguchi, T. (2010). Questionnaires in Second Language Research: 

Construction, Administration, and Processing (2nd ed.). Routledge. 

https://doi.org/10.4324/9780203864739 

Ellis, G., & Brewster, J. (2014). Tell it Again! The Storytelling Handbook for Primary 

English Language Teachers (3rd ed.). British Council. 

Fraenkel, J. R., & Wallen, N. E. (2009). How to Design and Evaluate Research in 

Education (7th ed.). McGraw-Hill. 

Gupta, S., & Jha, A. (2022). Pedagogical and Linguistic Benefits of Storytelling in 

Language Classrooms. International Journal of Linguistics and Literature, 11(2), 75–

86. 

Harmer, J. (2007). The Practice of English Language Teaching (4th ed.). Pearson 

Longman. 

Harris, D. P. (1969). Testing English as a Second Language. McGraw-Hill. 

Horwitz, E. K., Horwitz, M. B., & Cope, J. (1986). Foreign Language Classroom Anxiety. 

https://doi.org/10.22161/ijels.64.17
https://doi.org/10.1017/CBO9780511733109
https://doi.org/10.4324/9780203864739


42 

 

 

 

The Modern Language Journal, 70(2), 125–132. https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1540-

4781.1986.tb05256.x 

Isbell, R., Sobol, J., Lindauer, L., & Lowrance, L. (2004). The Effects of Storytelling and 

Story Reading on the Oral Language Complexity and Story Comprehension of Young 

Children. Early Childhood Education Journal, 32(3), 157–163. 

https://doi.org/10.1023/B:ECEJ.0000048967.94189.a3 

Lucarevschi, C. (2012). The Role of Storytelling in Language Learning. Journal of English 

Language and Literature, 22(1), 112–125. 

Newton, J., & Nation, I. S. P. (2021). Teaching ESL/EFL Listening and Speaking (2nd ed.). 

Routledge. https://doi.org/10.4324/9781003002666 

Nijat, T., Shah, P. M., Din, M. U., & Fahad, M. (2019). Psychological Factors Affecting 

English Speaking Performance of EFL Learners. International Journal of English 

Linguistics, 9(6), 397–405. https://doi.org/10.5539/ijel.v9n6p397 

Nurzaman, Setiawan, D., & Rahmawati, I. (2019). The Use of Interactive Storytelling to 

Enhance EFL Students’ Speaking Skills. Journal of English Language Teaching and 

Linguistics, 4(2), 185–196. 

Pakpahan, R., Sitorus, N., & Simanjuntak, M. (2025). The Effectiveness of Storytelling in 

Improving Speaking Skills of Junior High School Students. Journal of English 

Teaching and Learning, 6(1), 45–56. 

Qoni’ah, U., Hasyim, U. A. A., Zuniati, M., & Irhamudin. (2025). The implementation of 

peer interaction to enhance students’ English speaking skills. Jurnal Ilmiah Iqra, 

19(1), 2025. http://journal.iain-manado.ac.id/index.php/JII 

Rao, P. S. (2019). The Importance of Speaking Skills in English Classrooms. Alford 

Council of International English & Literature Journal (ACIELJ), 2(2), 6–18. 

https://www.acielj.com/ 

Richards, J. C. (2006). Communicative Language Teaching Today. Cambridge University 

Press. 

Rubin, J. (1975). What the “Good Language Learner” Can Teach Us. TESOL Quarterly, 

9(1), 41–51. https://doi.org/10.2307/3586011 

Saeid, N. (2024). Fostering Engagement and Oral Proficiency Through Peer-Based 

Learning in EFL Classrooms. Journal of Language and Interaction, 8(1), 34–47. 

Tumuheise, M., Mwebembezi, J., & Tumwebaze, G. (2023). Group Dynamics and Unequal 

Participation in Collaborative Learning: Challenges in EFL Speaking Activities. 

Journal of Education and Practice, 14(8), 67–75. 

Wahyuningsih, S., & Afandi, M. (2020). Investigating English Speaking Problems: 

Implications for Speaking Curriculum Development in Indonesia. European Journal 

of Educational Research, 9(3), 967–977. https://doi.org/10.12973/eu-jer.9.3.967 

Yan, X., & Zhao, Y. (2019). The Application of Storytelling in EFL Classrooms: A 

Meaningful Approach to Language Learning. Journal of Language Teaching and 

Research, 10(3), 562–570. https://doi.org/10.17507/jltr.1003.18 

https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1540-4781.1986.tb05256.x
https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1540-4781.1986.tb05256.x
https://doi.org/10.1023/B:ECEJ.0000048967.94189.a3
https://doi.org/10.4324/9781003002666
https://doi.org/10.5539/ijel.v9n6p397
http://journal.iain-manado.ac.id/index.php/JII
https://doi.org/10.2307/3586011
https://doi.org/10.12973/eu-jer.9.3.967
https://doi.org/10.17507/jltr.1003.18

	38f56c396565ff5e973f3d5010228a95314965bd743f321505e3bbc22628e83a.pdf
	38f56c396565ff5e973f3d5010228a95314965bd743f321505e3bbc22628e83a.pdf
	38f56c396565ff5e973f3d5010228a95314965bd743f321505e3bbc22628e83a.pdf

