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ABSTRACT

Title : TEACHING VOCABULARY USING MOVIES TO THE FIFTH
GRADE STUDENTS AT SDN LIRBOYO 2 IN THE ACADEMIC YEAR
2024/2025

Keyword : Vocabulary, Teaching Using Movies, Movie

This study investigates the implementation of movies as a medium for
teaching vocabulary to fifth-grade students at SDN Lirboyo 2. Recognizing the
challenges young learners face in acquiring English vocabulary through traditional
methods, the research explores how integrating animated movie clips can enhance
engagement, motivation, and vocabulary mastery. Employing a qualitative case
study approach, data were collected through field notes and documentation during
classroom activities. The instructional process was systematically organized into
preparation, teaching, and assessment stages, with a strong emphasis on age-
appropriate movie selection, interactive activities, and speaking assessments
focusing on pronunciation and confidence.

Findings reveal that the use of movies significantly increased students’
enthusiasm and participation in English lessons. Repetition activities, especially
those involving pronunciation practice with movie characters, led to noticeable
improvements in students’ spoken accuracy and confidence. The visual and
contextual cues provided by the movies helped students better understand and retain
new vocabulary, particularly in self-introduction tasks. The study concludes that
movies are not only effective and engaging tools for vocabulary instruction but also
align well with the developmental needs and interests of young learners. The results
offer practical implications for teachers, schools, and future researchers seeking

innovative strategies to enhance vocabulary learning in elementary education.
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CHAPTER1

INTRODUCTION

This chapter presents the foundation of the research by outlining the
background, problem statement, research objectives, significance, scope, and
definitions of key terms related to the study. The introduction serves to
contextualize the study within the broader field of English language teaching,
particularly focusing on vocabulary acquisition among young learners. It highlights
the challenges faced by elementary school students in mastering English vocabulary
and the potential of innovative teaching methods, such as the use of movies, to
enhance learning outcomes. By providing a clear rationale and setting the stage for
the research, this chapter aims to justify the need for investigating the effectiveness
of movies as a medium for teaching vocabulary to fifth-grade students at SDN
Lirboyo 2. The chapter also defines the research questions and objectives that guide
the study, ensuring a focused and systematic approach to exploring this educational
intervention.

A. Background of the Research

Vocabulary acquisition is one of the essential foundations in learning a new
language, particularly for young learners who are still developing their basic
language skills. In elementary education, having a sufficient vocabulary is crucial
for students to understand instructions, participate in classroom interactions, and
build reading and speaking competence. For fifth-grade students learning English
as a foreign language, vocabulary learning must be both meaningful and engaging
to suit their developmental stage.

According to Linse (2005:121), vocabulary is the collection of words an
individual knows. Neuman and Drawyer, as cited in Bintz (2011:44), define
vocabulary as the words someone must know to communicate effectively—both in
speaking (expressive vocabulary) and listening (receptive vocabulary). Hornby
(2006:11645) also defines vocabulary as all the words a person knows or uses when
talking about a particular subject in a specific language.

Traditional methods of vocabulary instruction often involve rote

memorization and repetitive exercises, which may not align with the learning



preferences of young students. These methods tend to be less effective in
maintaining students’ attention and interest. As a result, many elementary school
students find vocabulary learning to be tedious or difficult, leading to limited
vocabulary growth.

In response to this issue, integrating multimedia—especially movies—into
vocabulary teaching has gained attention as an effective strategy. Movies provide
visual and auditory stimuli that can help students grasp word meanings more easily.
They offer real-life contexts, engaging storylines, and entertaining visuals that can
make learning vocabulary more fun and memorable for children.

Research has shown that movies can enhance vocabulary acquisition by
providing meaningful input through visual storytelling. For example, movies with
clear dialogue, expressive characters, and repetitive vocabulary exposure can help
students retain new words more effectively. The emotional connection children
make with animated characters or storylines can also reinforce language retention.

At SDN Lirboyo 2, fifth-grade students are beginning to build foundational
English skills. Introducing vocabulary through movies is expected to be an effective
method to increase their motivation, participation, and vocabulary mastery. This
research aims to investigate how the use of movies supports vocabulary learning
among fifth-grade students, focusing on their engagement, perceptions, and
improvement in vocabulary knowledge.

This study also aims to contribute to the limited body of literature on the
implementation of media-based vocabulary instruction, specifically through the use
of movies, at the elementary school level. By focusing on fifth grade students at
SDN Lirboyo 2, this research highlights how movies can serve as engaging and
effective tools for teaching English vocabulary. The findings are expected to
provide valuable insights for teachers seeking innovative strategies, for students
aiming to enhance their vocabulary mastery, and for researchers interested in
exploring media as a practical approach to language learning in young learners.

B. Scope of the Problem

This research is limited to teaching vocabulary to fifth-grade students at

SDN Lirboyo 2 using movies as a learning medium. The study focuses on students’

engagement, responses, and vocabulary mastery as they learn English vocabulary



through selected movie clips. The research will be conducted during the academic
year 2024/2025.

The scope includes three main stages: preparation, implementation, and
evaluation. In the preparation stage, the researcher will design and prepare research
instruments, such as field notes and documentation tools. During the
implementation stage, vocabulary instruction using movies will be carried out in
the classroom setting, allowing students to interact with the media content and apply
their vocabulary knowledge. In the evaluation stage, the effectiveness of the method
will be assessed by analyzing classroom through field notes and documented
student activities and performance.

Data will be collected solely through field notes and documentation. This
study does not include interviews, questionnaires, or other data collection methods.
Furthermore, it excludes other grade levels, subjects, schools, and teaching methods
that do not involve the use of movies as a vocabulary teaching tool.

C. Research Question

How is the implementation of movies in teaching vocabulary to fifth-grade
students at SDN Lirboyo 2?

D. Objective of the Research
The objective of this research is to describe the implementation of movies
in teaching vocabulary to fifth-grade students at SDN Lirboyo 2.
E. Significance of the Research

1. For Teachers:

a. Offers innovative mastery strategies for teaching vocabulary in a more
interactive and student-friendly way.

b. Provides practical insights for using movies as a tool to enhance vocabulary in

elementary classrooms.

2. For Students:

a. Increases vocabulary knowledge through fun and relatable content.

b. Enhances motivation and participation in English learning activities.

3. For Researchers:

a. Contributes to the field of English language teaching, particularly in the area

of multimedia-based instruction for children.



b. Supports future studies on media integration in primary-level language
learning.
F. Definition of Key Terms

1. Vocabulary:

According to Linse (2005:121), vocabulary refers to the collection of
words an individual knows. It includes both expressive and receptive vocabulary—
words used in speaking and understood through listening (Neuman & Drawyer,
cited in Bintz, 2011:44). Hornby (2006:11645) describes vocabulary as all the

words a person knows or uses in a particular subject or context.

2. Movie:

As defined by Viktoriia Dzhus (2023), movies are visual storytelling tools
that combine visuals, audio, music, and dialogue to create immersive learning
experiences. For young learners, animated or educational movies offer effective

exposure to language in enjoyable and emotionally engaging formats.

3. Teaching Using Movies:

Webb (2010) explains that movies can help improve vocabulary awareness,
pronunciation, and comprehension. Sherman (2003) highlights that movie provide
realistic and contextual language input. When used in teaching, movies can
motivate students, increase vocabulary retention, and make learning more enjoyable

for children.
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