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ABSTRACT 

 

  Inge Aprilia Saputri Differencess in the Learning Ability of Male and Female Student in 

Writing Descriptive Text Skills at SMAN 4 Kediri in the Academic Year 2022/2023, 

Skripsi, English Language Education Department, FKIP UN PGRI Kediri, 2023. 

 

  Key words: Learning ability, gender, writing ability, descriptive text 

   

 This study aims to determine differences in the ability to write descriptive texts 

between male and female students describing places. From identification indicators, 

descriptions, paragraph organization, spelling, punctuation. This research was conducted 

using descriptive research. Then using a written test instrument consisting of thirteen male 

students and seventeen female students of class X-1 SMAN 4 Kediri. Researchers use 

quantitative data analysis in the form of numbers to provide value. The results showed that 

the writing skills of male and female students in describing places on the same indicator 

were superior to female students compared to male students. This is evidenced by the value 

of male students getting an average score of 43.0763 (44) while female students get an 

average score of 65.1765 (66). So that the difference in their abilities is significant, this is 

evident from the SPSS calculations from the independent t-test. 
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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

A. Background of the Research 

Language is a communication tool. Someone needs to learn how to speak properly 

and correctly in order to communicate. According to (Kusmiarti, 2020) students must be 

able to use language to communicate politely and well. In Indonesia, one can learn how to 

speak English properly and correctly through education at school. This is important because 

language is a means to communicate with outsiders or foreigners. English can be learned 

from elementary school to a higher level focusing on English subjects. English subjects are 

a way to help students implement their ideas more easily. To produce ideas and ideas, 

student must master four skills. 

In the world of education, of course, in learning English there are four skills, namely 

listening, speaking, reading, and writing (Noermanzah et al, 2018). However, the basic skill 

that must be mastered by students is writing. Writing is expressing ideas and opinions in 

writing as a medium of information and knowledge. Especially for students majoring in 

English, of course they are already familiar with the term writing. Where writing is 

important for students to complete their studies. Writing is also one of the skills in teaching 

English that is very necessary, because if you don't write, how to express ideas that might 

not be able to be expressed orally. 

The four English language skills are a unified whole and are interrelated with one 

another. Reading and listening are receptive skills. This is because reading and listening 

are passive activities. While writing and speaking skills are productive skills. Because 

writing and speaking have something to produce.  



       

 The problem of writing students in the classroom is the responsibility of the 

teacher, because, how can students be able to express their creative ideas easily on 

appropriate and valuable paper. There are several factors that cause writing to be incorrect 

or not optimal, including: lack of understanding of word choice, use of capital and 

lowercase letters, spelling and punctuation. Then students find it difficult to express in more 

detail the object that is used as a reference for writing. In addition, students are less 

motivated to write an essay or write other things such as descriptive text or recount text. 

From these problems, it is necessary to make changes in the process of learning to 

write. For this reason, a teacher must be able to create learning that is easy, unique and 

interesting so that students are more enthusiastic and motivated to take part in learning in 

the classroom. Then supported by adequate media and learning methods that vary according 

to the age of students and changing times. This is done so that students are motivated in 

writing to express their own ideas. 

Writing is not easy, it takes skill and a lot of practice to be able to write well. Harmer 

(2004:8) argues that writing is different from speaking. During the writing process, students 

are expected to be able to express their ideas. Then write according to the rules and correct 

grammar. One type of text that is learned in writing skills is descriptive text. Descriptive 

text is text that describes things such as places, things or people in detail. Then writing 

ability is also influenced by gender where male and female students have significant 

differences in writing. Therefore, researchers are interested in examining differences in the 

ability to write descriptive text based on gender in high school students. Where this research 

will be carried out, namely at SMAN 4 Kediri. Why at SMAN 4 Kediri because at that time 

researchers could only do research at that place. 

Research on gender differences in writing descriptive text has been proven by 

several previous researchers. The first research came from (Sunyoto 2017) who had 



       

conducted a study entitled: Analysis of Writing Descriptive Text Ability of Class X MAN 

2 Boyolali Academic Year 2016/12017. The second, there are also (Siahaan, 2013) who 

have analyzed the abilities and difficulties for students in writing descriptive texts. Third 

(Nair & Hui, 2018) analyzes common mistakes in ESL descriptive writing. Fourth Godhino 

and Shrimpton (2003) conducted a study entitled Male and Female Use of Linguistic Space 

in Small Group Discussion: Whose talk dominates? And then it has been shown that men 

have more limited interpretations but are full of passion to dominate a discussion. And the 

last, Akhter (2014) held a study on Differences in Language Use by Male and Female 

Students in Tertiary Academia in Dhaka City.  

The difference between previous research and this research is that in previous 

research it was found that there were differences in writing abilities between male and 

female students in writing descriptive texts. The highest scores were obtained by female 

students in terms of structure and provisions that had been determined. Then based on the 

experience and observations of previous researchers, men use imperative sentences more 

often and have a more limited interpretation but dominate the discussion compared to 

women. Meanwhile, in this study, the writing of male and female students was almost the 

same as that of the female students. But that does not mean that all male students have bad 

grades, there are also good male writing but the average male writing results and grades are 

lower. So in this study it was proven that on average, male students wrote less well than 

female students. 

B. The Identification of the Problem 

 I am interested in researching this because during my internship at SMAN 3 Kediri, 

I found that male and female students have differences in writing descriptive texts. Then 

there is another reason why research takes up this problem, namely the assumption 

circulating in society that female students are smarter than male students in terms of 



       

academics. Then the researcher chose to conduct research at SMAN 4 Kediri because the 

researcher found the similarity of values in writing descriptive texts. Why did researchers 

collect data at SMAN 4 Kediri because researchers could not conduct research at SMAN 3 

Kediri, so researchers conducted research at SMAN 4 Kediri.  

C. Limitation of the Research 

  Limitation of the Problem Review the results of this study, the researcher limits 

this problem regarding writing descriptive texts done by class X students. With a 

comparison between male and female students which one has better grades or results. In 

this connection, it was found that the writing of male and female students differed in terms 

of identification, description, paragraph organization, spelling and punctuation. So in this 

Scientific Writing the writer only limits it to: Differences in the ability to write descriptive 

texts between male and female students that describe places. What was done by class X-1 

students of SMAN 4 Kediri even semester of the 2022/2023 school year.   

D. Problem of the research  

Is there any differences of learning ability between male and female students in writing 

descriptive text at SMAN 4 Kediri? 

E. The Purpose of the Research 

 To know and find differences of learning ability between male and female students at 

SMAN 4 Kediri. 

F. Significance of the Research 

 The researcher expected the result of this research can give significances as follow: 

1. For Institutions of SMAN 4 Kediri 

 As a positive input for educational institutions, to pay more attention to students 

with low learning achievement. If the ability to write descriptive text between male and 

female students, it is proven to have a significant difference with learning achievement. So 



       

all members of educational institutions must strive to be able to maximize learning to write 

descriptive text within the educational institution environment. 

2. For Students of SMAN 4 Kediri 

 Provide positive motivation for students to be able to write descriptive text well. 

Especially the educational institution environment which has an important role in the 

student learning process.  

3. For the other researchers 

 Hopefully the results of this research can be useful as a reference for further 

research with the same field. 

G. Definition of the Key Term 

1. Learning ability 

Learning ability is a learning ability possessed by students by developing a 

framework of thinking and being skilled. Then these skills are used in order to develop 

themselves through a continuous learning process. With the introduction and mastery 

of the right learning abilities, it can carry out comfortable learning activities and create 

a conducive learning environment. So learning ability is the learning ability of each 

student that is owned by himself. 

2. Gender  

 Gender is the difference between male and female when viewed from their 

behavior. Gender is also the difference in nature and behavior that has been attached to 

male and female which are formed by social or cultural. In addition, gender differences 

also lie in clothes and types of makeup. They have their respective roles as individuals 

and have different natures.  

3. Writing ability 



       

Writing ability is a writing skills for someone who can express ideas from his 

mind. Writing is also an important part because it is a medium of communication. For 

this reason, writing skills are very necessary because this is a basic part of spending fort 

student.  If a student cannot write then how to learn. But before writing, of course, learn 

to read first, but writing is an important thing. However, the ability of each individual 

to write is certainly different. Some can write perfectly and some are not perfect, 

because writing is not easy and requires regular skills and practice. 

4. Descriptive text  

Descriptive text is a text that describes something in detail starting from the shape, 

color or amount. This text also tells in detail the parts of something. Usually the text 

that is described is like an animal, person, place, or thing. Everything that the eye sees 

can be described. 
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